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customs of several thousand vears 


4 


3 


—standingysseems to give no oppor- 
tunity tong oman to reach a high 
plane of usefulness. 

Is this a good reason why we 
should feel discouraged and. not 
rouse ourselves to the fact that 
“Where there is a will there is a 

The chains of custom are strong 
but they are not strong enough 
to lind the will. 

When Bartimeus heard that it 
was Jesus of Nazareth who was 
passing, he began to ery out and 


say, “Jesus, Thou son of David, 


have mercy on me”. The multi- 
tude charged him that he should 
hold his peace but he cried the 
more saying, “T hou son of David. 
have mercy on me’. The will of 
a beggar to receive his sight could 
not be checked by the multitude, 
hut grew stronger and stronger. 
W hy should we feel so disheart- 
ened as to give up our purposes’ 
All inay seem to be very dark 
yet the purpose ought to be 
bright within. 


VOL. I. NO. 4 FOOCHOW, CHINA. JULY, 1904. 
. OppORTUNITY THE MEASURE OF RESPONSIBILITY. 
By Miss Dioug Pek Tiny. 
A GRADUATING ADDRESS AT PONASANG GIRLS) COLLEGE, : 
1905. 
Our country to-day with her Fhe time may not come as soon 


as we expect, yet the hope for its 
full maturity ought to he glow- 
ing vividly in the heart. Custom 
in China is a strong current 
which it is hard to battle. But 
we have a proverb which says, 


“While sailing up against the 
stream, if it} » not moving for- 


ward, the boat vill go backward”. 
Can we expe to” conquer the 
current by sta ding still, folding 
our hands and being at ease / 
Certainly not. I think no one who 
is ambitious to elevate China can 
ever be content not to exert him- 
self to the utmost in order to 
reach the good. 

When the scales are too heavy 
on one side we all know how to 
balance them. We do not leave 
them alone and say, “Oh scales, | 
why do you not balance your- 
selves?” I will leave this question 
to the parents, and quite sym- 
pathize with those who are am- 
bitious to help the women of 
China, and yet our hope 1 is in the 
Lord. 

When the Isrelites were op- 
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pressed and afilicted by the Egyp- 
tians they. cried unto the Lord, 
and the Lord said, “The ery of 
the children: of Isrzel is come un- 
to me”. And He said to Moses, 
“Come now therefore, and I will 
send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayest bring forth my people, 
the children of Isrel out of 
Egypt’. 


Sut is there no Moses chosen 


of God for the present time to 
lift Chinese womanhood up to 
higher levels? Moses had the 
ambition but failed to deliver 
the Isrvelites because at first he 
trusted in his own strength, in- 
stead of trusting in God. But 
afterward, Moses with the same 
ambition could say, “Who am 
[ that I should go unto Pharaoh, 
and that I should bring forth the 
children of [sriel out of Egypt?” 
But the Lord said to him, “I 
will be with thee, and this shall 
be a token unto thee, that I have 
sent thee”. Will not the same 
God who helped Moses in an- 
cient times help a Moses of our 
own time to’ lead the women of 
China up to a higher plane of 
usefulness? Indeed, things which 
are impossible with man are pos- 
sible with God, for thereisnothing 
too hard for the Lord. 

This great change wil] require 
at least three things:—First, in- 
dividuals who are ready to fight 
against all difficulties. Second, 
high and solid education. Third, 
opportunity. 

Individuals will not be of ser- 
vice unless they have education. 
Education will be limited in use- 


fulness if there is no opportunity. — 


And opportunity will-not do 
much good if it is regarded only 


as an honor instead of a means 
for service. For.the word honor 
is selfish, and belittles our aim. 
It may exalt woman, but it does 
uot enable her to be of real ser- 
vice. So the motive impelling 
both the Moses of our time, and 
woman herself to seek a high 
standard, must be the desire to 
serve God and man. 

For our opportunity is only 
the measure of our responsibility. 
If opportunity for growth is 
sought, not for our own sakes but 
for the sake of usefulness, will: : 
not the same God who delivered 
the Isrwlites deliver us from the 
fetters of custom and set us free 
for His own glory? | 

Then let us encourage our- 
selves with the belief that what- 
ever we desire intensely from a 
good motive we may obtain. And 
let us not allow our high purpose 
to sleep or grow weary, but let 
us keep it burning continually in 
our hearts. And to hold before 
ourselves the thought of what 
we earnestly long for, let us 
cherish our chosen class motto, 
“We serve God and man”. 


A Trip To SHAOWU. 
By Miss Martha Wiley. 


A visit to Shaowu impossible? 
Not at all, even in winter! In 
fact that is the very best time to 
go! Rains? Certainly, plenty of 
them! They afford a good time to 
make up lost sleep. For on bright 


days you are impelled ‘to walk 


along the river bank and wish 
that you were a poet that you 
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might, in fitting words, convey 
to home friends some of the at- 
tractiveness of China. 

The scenery like that of Foo- 
chow? Somewhat, but grander. 
If you thought the Inland Sea of 
Japan one dream of heauty, be 
prepared to see its rival as with 
us you slowly ascend the Min 
River. Our ten men draw the 
boat so slowly that we have 
ample time to enjoy the love- 


-liness of the scenery as well as 


to chat withthe people along 
the bank when they are inclined 
to talk. As we near Chui-kau 
the steam lannch meets us and 
screams exultingly as though it 
knows that we shall see no more 
of foreign inventions until we 
meet 1t ayain on our return. 

Beyond Chui-kau_ 
narrows and the rapids begin. 


Now is the time to ask the cap- — 


tainto “stop the boat”. We do 
so want “to get off and walk”. 


[t seems a vaal kindness on our 


part to lighten the boat so much. 
We even feel like insisting on 
the feasibility of the plan. In 


‘the meantime the water roars 


louder and louder and the men 


on shore strain bardér and hard- 


er at the’slender bainboo rope by 
which they draw the boat. We 
recall stories related by the early 
inissionaries as to possible results 
When a rope breaks. What if 
our rope should break! Getting 
off appears more and more desir- 
able. Of course we are not a- 


_jarmed, but we want to show our 


altruism by helping the men. 
We screw up our courage and 
approach ‘tlie captain, “Please 
captain, stop the boat, we want 
to get off and walk”. The captain 


river 


MESSENGER. | 3 


is on the “hurricane deck” per- 
forming gyrations peculiar to 


himself. Above the shouts of 
the crew and the roar 6f the 
water his wrathful voice rings 
out, “Young ladies, go into that 
cabin”. We oO, There is no use 
trying to help such people, we 
think. 

At last we are over the rapid 
and all the men get on board. 
That straining has exhausted the 
motor power of the craft and the 
captain sets out a great pail of 
rice. It disappears instantly and 
the men are off again tugging at 
the rope. With ‘such lithe and 
hardened muscles they scramble 
like goats over the rocky path 
along the bank. All day they 
toil and tug at the rope, pausing 
only to eat, and at night they 
drop down on the deck and sleep, 
as we have good reason to be- 
lieve. 

The days go by and the books 
we brought are unread, and 
friends will long wait for the 
letters we did not write. Nature 
has claimed us. We have been 
shut inside city gates and com- 
pound walls and have not even 
casther a friendly glance. So now 
she jealously takes us to herself 
and we sit long days and gaze 
upon river and hill and distant 
mountains, or perhaps we wander 
aloug grassy paths startling the 
shaggy buffaloes from their hid- 
ing places and frighten the little 
brown-skinned keepers. 

Good air? Here is your op- 
portunity to breathe deeply. The 
river air will not offend you. But 
beware of the change it will work 
on that almost forgotten posses- 
sion of yours, the appetite. 
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You do not like so many de- 
tails? Life in China is made up 
of details. Never try. to escape 
details. They make the sum total 
of life. 

You want to hear areal ex- 
perience? As our boat neared 
the shore at the end of the 
twelfth day out, we looked up 
and saw a most interesting city. 
The houses are built on a steep 
hill side in such a rambling man- 
ner that they seem_to be having 
a game of leap frog, or perhaps 
posing preparatory to a plunge 
into the river. Such a building 
is the custom house. The one 
large round window facing the 
river reminds one of something 
uncanny, like ogre or cyclops. 

The effect is intensified when 
the collector frames his head in 
the window and shouts to our 
captain to ask if there is any- 
thing of value on board. The 
captain replies that there is no- 
thing of value, just four’ foreign 
women. After a time a deputy 
comes aboard and looks about. 
He is almost ready to depart 
when a suspicious little rattle in- 
side the bed of one of the crew 
causes him to untie the beds. 
which really savas the undoing of 
the crew, for each man had duti- 
able gooils concealed. The joy 
on the deputy’s face was only ex- 
ceeded by the anxiety on the face 
of the captain: The collector 
with his underlings came down 
to assist, and apologized inost 
humbly for being obliged to board 
our boat. He- explained that 
such iniquity was a menace to 
the government and a sin against 
dngh heaven. He regretted that 
our eyes should be obliged to 


look upon such a scene, a regret 
which we shared. In fact he was 
sorry beyond measure that we 
were even on the boat. As the 
search continued some gambling 
coods came to light. At sight 
of those dominoes words failed 
him. He longed to confiscate 
the boat and not the goods only, . 
but, as it was, he must let us go 

on, for were we not armed with 
passports from the “Great Amer- 


ican Consul’. 


You prefer to hear about the 
missienary work along the way? 
No doubt you do, and [ would 
prefer to tell you if space allow- 
ed. You would enjoy hearing 
about the chapels and the meet- 
ings we attended and the inter- 
esting people we net. You would 
like to hear about the pastor at 
long-kau,and the wonderful work 
he is doing, as well as to see the 
retired pastor, who was a boy at 
tlie time of the Taiping rebellion, 
and bears a deep scar on his 
forehead from a sword-cut’ by 
one of the rebels. It warms our 
hearts to the people to see the: 
genuine pleasure our ‘visit gives 
them. 

Perhaps you would like to go 
with us to the home of the pas- 
tor at Chiong-loh and spend two 
days as we did? You would not 
mind climbing a precarious lad- 
der to the attic and carr ving your 
possessions up and down on the 
Nagasaki coaling system. That 
was only an incident, but the 
sweet Christian character of the 
pastor and his wife and their 
well-trained children will always 
be a pleasant remembrance. 

The many improvements made 
in Shaowu the past year would 
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also interest you, but you must 
learn these from the good people 
who live there and inspire these 
activities. 

Something to harrow up your 
soul? Yes we might tell Of our 
lightning descent of the rapids. 
Suddenly there was a crash, a 
shock, a boat full of water, and 
a delay for repairs. 

We pea also tell about the 
Kiang’i boatinen who violated all 
known laws of viver politeness 
and took our right of way and 
then threatened to cut off the 
hands of our crew. At the in- 
vitation of the captain we pass- 
engers went on deck and blew a 
megaphone, a horn which had 
done duty at Yale foot ball games, 
a police whistle. We would like 
to add that the heathen were ter- 
rified and ran away, but they 
were not. They just said, “Your 
Satanic Majesties need not think 
that we are afraid’, and con- 
tinued to disregard our rights. 

But rapids, pirates, robbers, all 
dwindle into insignificance when 
compared with a night at a Chi- 
nese inn. 
experience to tell to friends, if 
they ever doubt that we are pos- 
sessed of heroic qualities. 

As the end of the month drew 
near we were approaching Foo- 
chow, and with all due thankful- 
ness for the benefits we were 
privileged to give and receive, 
yet the best part of the vacation 
was the return to our work and 
our people. 


“We will reserve our 
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NEED OF CHINESE FEMALE 
EDUCACION. 
By Miss Evelyn Worthley. 


To the new recruit on the for- 
eign field the first work is large- 
ly a work of learning. Among 
the things learned during my first ; 
two years in China is ‘the deep 
conviction that in the coming 
decades the broader training of 
Christian young women is bound 
to hold a place of high impor- 
tance. The conditions of life 
demand it, the work demands it, 
best of all, the young women 
themselves demand it. 

This demand for an education 
that shall make the Chinese wo- 
man master of her environment, 
grows out of a great and patent 
need. In visiting homes scatter- 
ed throughout the province, and 
finding them uniformly wretched 
and neglected, I have felt this 
need’ keenly. China can 
never be saved by concentrating 
our higher Christian education 
upon one half of the race. In a 
land where the sexes are so wide- 
ly separated by custom, this is 
most strikingly true. One of the 
foulest hovels I have seen in 
China was the home of an in- 
telligent and devoted evangelist, 
whose wife, however, had received 
no Christian training. 

The fact, not at first apparent, 
is that the higher Christian train- 
ing of the women is a most direct 
factor in the evangelization of 
the race. There is not a commer- 
cial motive impelling a girl to 
seek higher education nor a com- 
mercial temptation, luring her 
from the service of Christ. Her 
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marriage sets her free from social 
restraints for a wider service, as 
a teacher in her own home, or as 
a worker in the homes of others. 
Above all, she and not her hus- 
band, moulds the men of to-mor- 
row. By af unalterable human 
law the mother transmits to her 
child the best she has, something 
the father has neither opportuni- 
ty nor ability to do. But if the 
mother is ignorant and supersti- 
tious, the child of an educated 
Christian man begins life just 
where his father began it. 

The young women of China 
have a good capacity for Chris- 
tian training, and adaptability to 
Christian work. Nowhere could 


young women be found who are 
more ambitious and _ receptive. 


Whether the subject was English 
or Bible or experiments in Phys- 
ics, | have found them uniform- 
ly enthusiastic and responsive. 


«ind their readiness to give is no 


less spontaneous than their eager- 
ness to receive. In the Sabbath 
school it has been most inspiring 
to see the quiet. promptness with 
which they have met the request 
to take charge of a large elass of 


street children, and the ability | 


they showed in managing them. 
In their evangelistic work also I 
have often been touched by the 
tact and earnest patience with 
which they told the story of Jesus, 
sometimes to those who cared 
little to hear, told it simply, yet 
forcibly. I had the privilege 


of spending a few weeks in the 
country with one of the college 
girls, visiting in the homes of 
many to whom even the name of 
God was a new name. And as I 
listened to her earnest, logical 


presentation of the whole plan 
of redemption, adapting so skil- 
fully the great truths she had 
learned to their meagre intellig- 
ence, and watched the very love 
of Christ glow in her face, | 
felt as never before that this is a 
work that pays,—training young 
women to be missionaries to their 
own people. 


THE FoocHow MESSENGER. 


The Foochow Messenger is « 
quarterly journal devoted to the 
interests of mission work of the 
American Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign Missions, princi- 


pally in the Fuhlien Province. 


Subscription, including postage :— 
In China, 2Uc per annum, silver. 
Foreign, 20c per anni, gold. 
Stamps will be received when 
other means of payment are not 
convenient. 
Address all communieations to 
the Editor: H. T. Whitney, M. D., 
Pagoda Anchorage, China. 


COLLABORATORS: 
Dr. Kate C. Woodhull, 
Rev. Lewis Hodous, 
Rev. EB. H. Smith, 
Rev. J. FE. Walker, D. D. 


EDITORIAL. 


With July come the closing of 
the various schools for the sum-. 
mer vacation, the Quarterly meet- 
ings with the native preachers 
have past,and the missionaries are 
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getting away to the Mt.(Kuliang) 
or down by the sea (Sharppeak), 
to escape the extreme heat of 
July and August and do some of 
the easier work usually put aside 
for this particular season so as 
to be able to make the most of 
the year. 

The Bement sisters, referred 
to in the April issue as having 
just started home on furlough, 
write back from near Port Said, 
that they are having a delightful 
voyage, that instead of the ex- 
treme heat usually encountered 
in the Red Sea they were favored 
with a cool breeze and found the 
weather quite comfortable. Their 


steamer had to pay $16,000.00 © 


tonnage the round trip for pass- 
ing thru the Suez canal. 


Plague is reappearing this sea- 
son in several places. The Bible 


Woman’s Training School, in the 


city, had to be closed a month 
earlier than usual on account of 
two deaths in the school from 
this dread disease. 


The Girls’ Day School, in the 
city, finished the first volume of 
the new Shanghai Primer this 
term and passed a good examina- 
tion both in reading, and writing 
the character.. This is regarded 
as an unusual accomplishment. 


A pitiful case of burn came to 
the Woman’s Hospital in the city 
recently. The poor, foolish wo- 
man after: having spilled kero- 
sene oil on her clothes went to 
the fire to dry them! 
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The Abbie Child Memorial 
Girls’ School building is nearing 
completion and we plan to open 
it this autumn to the girls of the 
Intermediate grade of the Chang- 


—loh District. Many inquiries are 


already being made as to terms 
of entering, ete. Much interest 
is being manifested in the school 
by the people of the district, and 
even the heathen women and 
others are remarking what a fine 


large building the missionaries 


are constructing for their district 
girls. They seem quite proud 
of it,andso do we,and very thank- . 
ful, too, that the Woman’s Board 
is able to make this generous pro- 
vision for the higher Christian 
education of the girls of that re- 
gion. 


During the spring term the 
students of the Seminary held 
evangelistic services once each 
week. At first these services 
were conducted in various places 
of the city station. Afterward 
one place where a good audience 
was easily attracted was chosen. 
The chapel was usually well filled 
by an attentive audience from 
various classes of society. There 
were present the literary man,the 
shopkeeper, the handicraftsman, 
the farmer. The most interest- 
ing feature of these services was 
the afer meeting. Al) the stu- 
dents and teachers of the Semi- 
nary were usually present and as 
soon as the sermon was ended 
and a hymn sung the company 
divided into small groups of, in- 
quirers who desired to know 
more about the gospel. Such a 
meeting could have been pro- 
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tracted tong into the night. The 
surprising fact which was brought 
to light at these gatherings was 
the wide spread knowledge a- 
bout Christianity among (lifferent 
classes of people. Many who 
are not yet learners know that 


Jesus is the important name a- 


mong the Christians. They are 
familiar with a few facts about 
His life. Asa rule His death is 
known to be nnportant. His re- 
surrection is known. The -wit- 
ness of -the church is not in vain. 


Recently there was establish- 
ed in Foochow Suburbs a school 
for boys by the Sub-prefect. The 
school is intended to prepare 
boys for the provincial college 
located in Foochow city. The 
students wear a uniform not re- 
sembling the Chinese Scholar's 
dress, but the western dress con- 
sisting of a blouse and trousers, 
and is topped off with a western 
They have military 
drill under a competent instruc- 
tor. It is an interesting fact and 
one of wide bearing that the boys 
count in Japanese as they swing 
fieir arms over the head and 


other movements. Is 
China being Japanned / 


The amenities of western civil- 
ization are rapidly spreadMmeg in 
China. It gives a homelike sen- 
sation to get into a native sedan 
chair and read on the curtain 
hung in front of you, “California 
Flour Mills.” The most *recent 
addition to Foochow is the 
liceman, dressed in a black, close 
fitting cotton suit, after the wes- 


tern pattern, a straw hat and a 
hardwood club. The men on at 

night are equipped with lanterns. 
Now the inhabitants can sleep 
in peace. 


KULIANG Missionary UNION. 
The formation of this Union in 
the summer of 1902 was design- 
ed to strengthen and perpetuate 
the Christian union already exist- 
ing between the different mis- 
sions of Foochow,and the English 
Presbyterian, London, and Re- 
form (Dutch) Missions of Amoy 
and Swatow, some of whose mem- 
hers come to Kuliang each stun: 
mer for rest and general improve- 
ment. The program for last 
summer was of a religious, liter- 
ary, social and musical nature 
and added variety and entertain- 
ment during the weeks spent at 
Kuliany. There are some hin- 
drances to the complete carrying 
out of such programs by those 
who vo to Kuliang for rest, both 
froin v ariousdegrees of illness and 
the exhausting ‘labors of the pre- 
vious ten months in their various 
fields of labor, unfitting many to 
take any part in such exercises. 

jut to the extent to which the 
object of the Union can be realiz- 


ed it is helpful to better mis- 
sionary work. 


Goop RESULTING From EVIL. 


Mr. Ngu and Mr. Le are 


‘neighbors i in a sinall village not 


far from Foochow. Mr. Ngu_ 
keeps a small country store by 
which he supplies the meager 
wants of the community. Mr. Le 
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is a farmer. One day Mr. Le 
fell in with a few gamblers and 
cash by cash lost all his ready 
money. Though he lost all, yet 
with the hope bred in all losing 
vamblers he knew that if he had 
ten cents more he could retrieve 
his fortunes and so he went to 
Mr. Ngu’s shop and asked him 
for a small loan to be repaid in 
the immediate future. Mr. Neu 
knew his customer and so asked 
for what purpose he desired such 
a loan and when he learned of 
Mr. Le’s unfounded hopes re- 
fused to loan the money. Mr. 


Le waxed hot and began swing- | 


ing his arms in the shop much 


to the detriment of the pots and’ 


other fragile articles displayed 
for sale. Before his fit of passion 
subsided property to the extentof 
eighty cents lay scattered on the 
floor of the shop in an irrevocable 
condition. Mr. Ngu_ beholding 
his rumed goods, his hope of 
gain suddenly shattered, consult- 
ed with his neighbors and a local 
literary man as to the best course 
to pursue. This seemed to be 
to sue Mr. Le for damages. At 
this juncture a relative of Mr. 
Le heard of the case and asked 
one of our preachers located about 
three miles away to make peace 
between the contending parties. 
The preacher had a talk with 
both parties and the result was 
that Mr. Le agreed to pay eighty 
cents damages and Mr. Ngu 
agreed to receive the same and 
not sue Mr. Le. The case was 
settled and next Sunday Mr. 
Ngu and Mr. Le came to church 
together for the first time. 


PAGODA AGCHORAGE. 


The picture in this issue gives 

a good idea of the buildings at 
Pagoda Anchorage. The house 
at the top of the hill on the left 
side of the picture is the first 
mission house secured at the 
Anchorage and is oceupied by 
Rev. G. H. Hubbard and family. 
selow, to the left-dnd. about 

inidway of the picture, is the se- — 
cond mission house, occupied by 
Dr. and Mrs. Whitney. Between 
these two houses, and a little to 
the right is a small house, form- 


erly built for a school house 


and religious services, something 
after the style of the old New 
England school house.  After- 
ward, from pressure of circum- 
stances it was fixed over and 
servants rooms added to accom- 
modate a single lady temporari- 
ly. Miss Harriet L. Osborne now 
occupies it. The two small build- 
ings just below this were used for 
a girls’ school for a time, but the 
school has now been transferred 
to Diongloh city, five miles from 
here, to a more central place, to 
the Abby Child Memorial School 
building which is nearly com- 
pleted and expects to be opened 
for use this autumn. Just to 
the right of No. 2 mission house 
isthe Dispensary and residence of 
the native physician Dr. Chiong. 

The two buildings shown in 
the right lower corner belong to 
the Chinese Foreign Customs. 
The path shown at the bottom of 
the picture is a fair sample of 
the Chinese roads in this part of 
China. 

Following this path to the 
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left a fifteen minutes walk, is the 
langseng village where there is a 
small chapel, parsonage and reonis 
for a day school and a siall 
woman's school. These comprise 
all the buildings of the mission 
at Pagoda Anchorage. Our ob- 
ject presenting this picture 


now is to help keep this station 


before the minds of our home 
constituency and maxe it more 
fannhiar with this feld its 
work. 

Five years ago we gave a brief 


account of this station, in the. 


missionary Herald, June 1899. 
Those who have the Herald will 
do well to look it up and note 
what was said then about the 
work and its needs. And the 
three pictures given there, taken 


In connection with the present 
one, will give a good idea of the 
Anchorage and its lmimediate 
surroundings. The needs of this 
Station are as great as five vears 
avo as we have received no net 
addition to our working force, 
Miss Oshorne was added after 
Miss Borts lett to become Ars. 

iss. and jom the Shaowu sta- 
tion, and we are looking for an- 
other sinvle lady to be associated 
with Miss Oshorne. But these 
two will be required at Diongioh 
and another single lady is need- 
ed at Payodf Auchorage to help 
carry on the work among women 
from this center. work is 
Increasing every year in all de- 
partinents but the working force 
remains the same. 
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GENERAL MERCHANTS, AND 
GOMMISSION AGENTS, 
PROPRIETOR OF FOOCHOW: BAKERY.. 
GENERAL STORE-KEEPERS & 
RARDWARE, TOYS, CLOCKS & WATCHES, 


RIFLES, SUNDRIES, ETC., ETC, 
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